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History

”Feliz Navidad” is a macaronic (more than one language) Christmas
song written in 1970 by the Puerto Rican singer-songwriter José
Feliciano. With its simple yet powerful Spanish chorus "Feliz Navidad,
prospero afo y felicidad" and equally
stirring English verse "I wanna wish you
a Merry Christmas from the bottom of
my heart", it has become a classic
Christmas pop song in the United States,
throughout the Spanish-speaking world
and internationally.

Feliciano's version of "Feliz Navidad" (in
which he plays both an acoustic guitar
and a Puerto Rican Cuatro) is one of the

Jose Feliciano  ~ most downloaded and aired Christmas
Image from seventies music - . .
WordPress.com songs in the United States and Canada. It

was recognized by ASCAP as one of the
top 25 most played and recorded Christmas songs around the world.

The Puerto Rican cuatro is the national instrument
of Puerto Rico. It belongs to the lute family of
stringed instruments, and is guitar-like in function,
but with a shape closer to that of the violin. The
word cuatro means "four", which was the total of
strings of the very first Puerto Rican cuatro. They
now come in eight string “Southern” and ten string
“moderno” configurations.
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