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I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
Words & Music by Samuel Medley (1738–1799).  Sing along with the Lutherans @ https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tMqpruzpv0  

C                  G   F  C   D7   G   
I know that my Redeemer lives!
C                      F    C        Dm   G6 
What comfort this sweet sen - tence gives!
C             G6  C                F      Dm  G6 
He lives, he  lives, who once was dead;
C   F              C  Dm  G6     C 
He lives, my e- ver  living head!

C               G   F        C      D7  G   
He lives triumphant from the grave;
C              F  C  Dm  G6   
He lives eternally    to save;
C            G6  C          F  Dm  G6 
He lives all glorious in the  sky;
C   F          C  Dm  G6         C 
He lives exal-ted  there on high.

C                G       F    C    D7  G   
He lives to grant me rich supply;
C                 F       C    Dm  G6 
He lives to guide me with his eye;
C            G6  C            F    Dm    G6 
He lives to   comfort me when faint;
C   F           C     Dm  G6             C 
He lives to hear my  soul’s complaint.

C                G  F      C   D7  G   
He lives to si-lence all my fears;
C                F      C  Dm  G6 
He lives to wipe a-way my tears;
C            G6  C            F   Dm   G6 
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
C   F           C   Dm       G6    C 
He lives all blessings to impart.

C                G       F    C     D7  G   
He lives to bless me with his love;
C                 F       C   Dm  G6 
He lives to plead for me  above;
C            G6  C          F     Dm  G6 
He lives my hungry soul to   feed;
C   F           C     Dm  G6         C 
He lives to help in    time of need.

C                   G       F       C       D7  G   
He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend;
C                   F       C    Dm  G6 
He lives and loves me to    the end;
C             G6  C             F       Dm  G6 
He lives, and while he lives, I’ll  sing;
C   F              C  Dm    C         G6   C 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King!

C                   G        F    C  D7  G   
He lives and grants me dai-ly  breath;
C                    F  C      Dm  G6 
He lives, and I   shall con-quer death;
C            G6   C            F  Dm  G6 
He lives my mansion to  pre-pare;
C   F           C       Dm   G6      C 
He lives to bring me   safely there.

C                  G  F   C  D7  G   
He lives, all glory to  his name!
C                   F   C    Dm  G6 
He lives, my savior, still the same;
C              G6   C         F  Dm    G6 
What joy this blest assurance gives:
C  F               C   Dm  G6       C 
I   know that my Re-deemer lives! 

Key ~ D 

Tempo ~ 64bpm  

Time ~ 4/4

Capo in the 2nd 
fret to play the 
chords on this 

sheet.
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Scripture and History 
Job 19:25-27 As for me, I know that my redeemer* lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon 
the dust.  This will happen when my skin has been stripped off, and from my flesh I will see God:  I 
will see for myself, my own eyes, not another’s, will behold him:  my inmost being is consumed 
with longing. 

Colossians 3:4  When Christ [who is] your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. 

John 14:19 [Jesus said to His disciples] “In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me, because I live and you will live. 

Samuel Medley was born June 23, 1738, at Cheshunt, Herts, where his father 
kept a school.  He received a good education; but not liking the business to 
which he was apprenticed, he entered the Royal Navy.  Having been severely 
wounded in a battle with the French fleet off Port Lagos, in 1759, he was 
obliged to retire from active service.  A sermon by Dr. Watts, read to him about 
this time, led to his conversion.  He joined the Baptist Church in Eagle Street, 
London, and shortly afterwards and then under the care of Dr. Gifford, opened a 
school, which for several years he conducted with great success.   Having begun 
to preach, he received a call in 1767 to become pastor of the Baptist church at 
Watford.  Thence, in 1772, he removed to Byrom Street, Liverpool, where he 
gathered a large congregation, and for 27 years was remarkably popular and useful.  After a long and 
painful illness he died July 17, 1799.  Most of Medley's hymns were first printed on leaflets or in 
magazines (the Gospel Magazine being one). 

Notes from Dr. Julians Hymnolog, hymnary.org 

✴United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
   Books of the Bible 

The meaning of this passage is obscure because the 
original text has been poorly preserved and the 
ancient versions do not agree among themselves.  
Job asserts three times that he shall see a future 
vindicator (Hebrew goel), but he leaves the time 
and manner of this vindication undefined.  The 
Vulgate translation has Job indicating a belief in 
resurrection after death, but the Hebrew and the 
other ancient versions are less specific.

✴Gesenius’ Hebrew - Chaldee Lexicon

✴Strong’s H1350:  ָּגַאל gâʼal, gaw-al'; a primitive  
root, to redeem (according to the Oriental law of 
kinship), i.e. to be the next of kin (and as such to 
buy back a relative's property, marry his widow, 
etc.):—× in any wise, × at all, avenger, deliver, 
(do, perform the part of near, next) kinsfolk(-
man), purchase, ransom, redeem(-er), revenger.
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