White Christmas
Words & Music by Irving Berlin © 1942 all rights reserved
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I’m dreaming of a
white Christmas,
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Just like the ones I used to know.
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When the treetops glisten,
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And children listen,
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To hear sleigh bells in the snow.
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I’m dreaming of a
white Christmas,
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With every Christmas card I write.
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May your days be merry and bright,
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And may all your Christmases be white.
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History
Irving Berlin’s ”White Christmas” is the most performed Christmas song according to ASCAP
with over 500 versions in 25 languages.
The song was released in the middle of World War II; a time when many
families were suffering the emotional pangs of separation. Big Crosby
first sang the song on his December 25, 1941 radio show.

Irving Berlin

It has often been noted that the mix of melancholy — "just like the ones I
used to know" — with comforting images of home — "where the treetops
glisten" — resonated especially strongly with listeners during WWII. The
Armed Forces Network was flooded with requests for the song.

With its nostalgic and unspecific lyrics about the pleasure of Christmases
past and its softly floating music which glides without impediment across
the mental pictures of tree tops, sleigh bells, snow, and Christmas cards, is perhaps the finest
twentieth-century carol from any country. It is the highlight of Bing Crosby’s singularly
successful career, and the leading light of Irving Berlin’s immense output of popular songs save
for the patriotic masterpiece, “God Bless America.” Just as “God Bless America” is widely
designated as the unofficial second national anthem of the United States, “White Christmas”
could be decorated with a similar laurel, that of official national popular song.
1942 musical "Holiday
Inn," featuring Bing
Crosby, Virginia Dale, Fred
Astaire and Marjorie
Reynolds

1954 “White Christmas”
with Bing Crosby,
Rosemary Clooney,
Danny Kaye and Judy
Haynes

It was featured in MGM’s 1942 musical "Holiday Inn," featuring Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire,
reprised in the 1954 “White Christmas” with Bing, Danny Kaye and Rosemary Clooney. A tune
for anyone wishing to be somewhere more Christmasee. It won the Academy Award for best
song of 1942. “White Christmas” landed on the charts fifteen more times over the next 20 years
and was #1 in 1945 and 1946, with Crosby’s version eventually selling over 30,000,000 copies.
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