Colorado Trail

Traditional collected by Carl Sandburg & Lee Hayes in 1927 ~ The Steins Version - 1962
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C Em Am F C

Eyes like the morning star, cheeks like the rose,

C Em  gm7 F Go6 Am7 Go

Laura was a pretty girl. God Almighty knows. ® | |

C  En An F c &%

Weep, all ye little rains. Wail, winds, wail. ? l ?

C Em7 Am  Em  Am7 s F C En? En 6
All a - - long, along, along the Colorado Trail. ﬂ ¢
C B A F C # ®.9
Laura was a laughin' girl, joyful in the day. | F
C Em Am7 F Gf

Laura was my darling girl. Now she's gone away.

C Em  Am F C

Weep, all ye little rains. Wail, winds, wail.
C Em7 Am  Em  Am7 s F C
All a - - long, along, along the Colorado Trail.

C Em Am F C
Sixteen years she graced the Earth. All of life was good.
C Em  Am7 F G

Now she lies a-buried there, beneath a cross of wood.

C Em  Am F C

Weep, all ye little rains. Wail, winds, wail.

C Em7 Am  Em  Am7 s F C

All a - - long, along, along the Colorado Trail.

C Em Am F C

Stars fading in the east, days gone a-grey.

C Em Am7 F G
Sun will be rising soon, everything will wake.
C Em  Am F C

Weep, all ye little rains. Wail, winds, wail.

C Em7 Am  Em  Am7 s F C

All a - - long, along, along the Colorado Trail.
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History

The Colorado Trail is a traditional American cowboy song, collected and
published in 1927 by Carl Sandburg in his American
Songbag. Sandburg says that he learned the song
from Dr. T. L. Chapman, of Duluth, Minnesota, who
heard it from a badly injured cowboy being treated in
his hospital. The cowboy sang it, and many others,
to an audience of patients in his ward.

The trail in the song was a cattle route that branched
off from the main Western Trail in southern
Oklahoma, heading northwest to Colorado. It has no
relation to today’s Colorado Trail, which is a hiking
trail completely within the state of Colorado.

The song got its
widest attention from its 1960
recording by the Kingston Trio. It has
also been recorded by Burl Ives, The
Weavers, the Normal Luboff Choir,
Tex Ritter, Johnny Cash, the Bar D
Wranglers, the Steins, and many
others. The American
Songbag version included
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